T antigen expression by human lymphocytes in relation to E rosette affinity.
Active and late rosette-forming cells, separated on the basis of their different affinities for SRBC, were tested for their ability to react with monoclonal antibodies of the OKT series. No significant preferential distribution of T subpopulations defined by these reagents was found in the high affinity E rosette fraction, while in the low affinity T cell subset the major finding was a high number of cells lacking both OKT4 and OKT8 determinants. This seems to be related to methodology, as indicated by experiments in which sequential cycles of rosetting procedures were found to induce loss of reactivity with OKT monoclonal antibodies. The implications of these methodological observations are further discussed.